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ABSTRACT: Objective To investigate the change of plasma free carnitine level (PFC) in se-
nile patients with acute myocardial infarction( AMI). Methods M PFC was measured with radie-
chemical enzymatic assay in 50 senile patients with AM T and 50 controls. Results It was observed
that PFC level was increased significantly to( 96.24 £98.33) HUmol/ L after onset of AMI compared
to the controls [ (52.94 £14.12) Pmol/L, P< 0.05]. But the PFC level was decreased to[ ( 62. 13
+31. 52) Hmol/L, P< 0.05] after 2 weeks, and 16% of the patients were with a low PFC level
under 40Hmol/ .. Conclusion The result of this study suggests that AM I may induce cardiac carn+
tine release and carnitine deficiency in cardiac tissue. It is suggested that supplement of L— carnitine
maybe useful for the patients with AMI.
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